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able compromise. To a lay mind like his, this insistence upon the deposit
of the enhanced part of the assessment seemed inconceivable, and if he could
so put it, absurd. It passed comprehension how the great Government could
possibly demand such a deposit from people who were under their jurisdiction
and control. On the other hand, it was not difficult to understand why the
people were definitely against making any such deposit. For them, it was a
point of honour. In waiving the deposit, the Government stood to lose nothing.
There were several points in the communique on which it was easy to enlarge,
he should seek another channel1 for placing his views before the public.

Asked if he realized that the failure of the negotiations might lead to very
serious consequences to the peasants of Bardoli, Mr. Gandhi said that nothing
more serious could befall the people of Bardoli than that they should break the
pledge they had taken deliberately and repeated times without number.

Asked whether he thought that all the suffering and sacrifice involved in
this struggle would ultimately result in any good either to the people of
Bardoli or to the country at large, he said that he certainly thought so; the
greater the sacrifice, the greater the gain to the country and the people of
Bardoli.

Asked if he was in entire agreement with all the methods adopted by Mr.
Valiabhbhai Patel in his campaign, Mr. Gandhi said that he was in perfect
agreement with all the methods pursued by Mr. PateL He knew absolutely
nothing to warrant the charge, which he could only call a libel, that Mr.
Valiabhbhai Patel had in any way directly or indirectly countenanced violence.

The Bombay Chronicle, 21-7-1928

behn Petit and Kalyanji Mehta met the Governor of Bombay, who put
the following conditions for a settlement:
"Firstly either the full assessment shall be paid forthwith or the difference
between the old and the new assessment be paid into the treasury on behalf of the
peasants.
Secondly that the movement to withhold land revenue shall be aban-
doned.
If these proposals were accepted, Government would be prepared to take
steps by the establishment of a special enquiry into the alleged errors of the official
calculations offacts> either by a Revenue Officer who had nothing to do with
the present case, or by a Revenue Officer with a Judicial Officer associated
with him, it being the duty of the latter to decide any disputed questions of
facts or figures. . . ." (The Story of Bardoli, p. 159)
lNavajwan and Toung India; vide "Evil Genius of the Government",
22-7-1928, and "An Appeal to Government", 23-7-1928.